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Unit I 

Social Research  

Meaning and importance of research. Theory and research.  Basic concepts - 

Facts, concepts and variables. Hypotheses – Need, types and formulation. 

Types of research – Pure, Action, Applied, Quantitative and Qualitative. 

Selection of research problem.  Steps in research.  

Unit II 

Research Design, Sampling and scaling techniques 

Research design: Meaning. Types: Exploratory, Descriptive, Diagnostic, 

Experimental and Explanatory.   Sampling: Meaning, Universe, Types, Sample 

frame, Sample Size. Scaling techniques: Lickerts, Guttman, Thurrstone, 

Bogardus and Sociometry.  

Unit III 

Data Collection: Methods: Observation, Interview, Case Study, Content 

Analysis oral History and Narrative.  Tools: Interview Guide, Interview Schedule 

and Questionnaire. 

Unit IV 

Analysis of Data:  Statistics: Meanings, Functions and Importance of Statistics 

in Social Sciences. Measures of Central Tendency and Dispersion. Association: 

Chi-square, Association of Attributes, Gamma test.  T-test. Correlation: Rank 

Correlation and Karl Pearson Co-efficient of Correlation.  Use of computer in 

social research-Statistical Packages for Social Sciences (SPSS).  

Unit V 

Processing of data and Report writing:            

Editing, Coding, Classification, Tabulation and Interpretation of data.  

Procedures and Steps in Report Writing. Features of good research report. 
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Paper – II Sociological Theories 
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Objectives 

To help the scholars to understand the society from different perspectives 

which may help them to learn the social order systematically. 

Unit – I 

Functionalism – Intellectual background of Functionalism- Robert K. Merton’s 

Codifications of Functional Analysis: Postulate of the functional unity of the 

society, Postulate of universal functionalism and Postulate of functional 

indispensability. Varieties of Functionalism - Functionalism as model and 

perspective.  

Unit – II 

Conflict Theory – Karl Marx: The theory of Class struggle, C. Wright Mills: 

The Power Elite, Ralf Dahrendorf: The Rulers and Ruled, Randall Callins: The 

Analytic Conflict Theory, Lewis Coser:  Conflict functionalism. 

Unit – III 

Symbolic Internationalism – Charles Horton Cooley: Looking glass self, The 

primary group, George Herbert Mead: The coherent theory: Mind, Self and 

Society.  The functions of self, Herbert Blumer: Symbolic Ineractionism, 

Methodological Orientation and Society as Symbolic Interaction. 

Unit – IV 

Modernity – What is modernity? Intensification of the process of modernity: 

Aspects of modernity. Anthony Giddens; Modernity is multi-dimensional. 

Zygmunt Bauman: Modernity as holocaust. Jurgen Habermas: Modernity is 

rationality and an unfinished project. Characteristics of modernity. 

Unit – V 

Post Modern Thinkers: Jean Baudrillard- Simulation Society, Simulation and 

Consumerism. Michel Foucalt: Madness and Civilization, The order of things. 

Jean-Francois Lyotard: Scientific Narratives, Impact of post modern science 

on humanities. 
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